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In reply to the October 1 8, 2004 Office Action, reconsideration of the present 
application based on the following remarks is respectfully requested. 
Claims 1-20 are pending in this application. 

The Office Action rejects claims 1-15 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(e) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,756,954 to Yamamoto and claims 16-20 under 35 U.S.C. §103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yamamoto. These rejections are respectfully traversed. 

Yamamoto does not constitute prior art under 35 U.S.C. §102(e). Specifically, 
Yamamoto's U.S. filing date of March 16, 2001 is later than the priority date, February 27, 
2001, of the present application. 

A verified translation of the priority application, Japanese Patent Application No. 
2001-052198, filed February 27, 2001, will be forwarded under separate cover to perfect the 
claim for priority. 
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Thus, for at least the reason discussed above, it is respectfully submitted that the 
rejection is moot. Accordingly, withdrawal of the rejection is respectfully requested. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully submitted that this application is in 
condition for allowance. Favorable reconsideration and prompt allowance of the claims are 
earnestly solicited. 

Should the Examiner believe that anything further would be desirable in order to place 
this application in even better condition for allowance, the Examiner is invited to contact the 
undersigned at the telephone number set forth below. 



Respectfully submitted, 




James A. Oliff 
Registration No. 27,075 



Jude L. Cooney 
Registration No. 54,045 
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Date: January 18, 2005 



Oliff & Berridge, plc 
P.O. Box 19928 
Alexandria, Virginia 22320 
Telephone: (703) 836-6400 
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